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Another week and another tournament! This Wednesday, the Year 3 and 4 hockey teams were in action! We took two teams to 
the competition, a great achievement for such a small school. With 4 children on the pitch at a time, the teams played two 
matches each in the first round and a further two in the finals. Our two teams ended up playing each other in the final games, 
coming 7th and 8th. I am really proud of how well the children played as a team and even more proud of the sportspersonship of 
each child, as they all shook hands with opposing teams at the end of every match despite not always wining the matches. It was 
again another cold evening so a big shout-out to them all for playing in such cold conditions. Well done to Joey, Jensen, James P, 
James G, Lily, Tilly-Ann, Grace, Scarlett, Jacob and George for playing and to Amy Abbotts for taking the lead role of coach for 
one of the teams! The next competition is Goal Ball for KS1 and, I for one, am looking forward to an indoor competition! 
 
Following our staff meeting this week, we have introduced an updated behaviour policy for all children across the school. The 
reason behind the changes are to provide children with an instant sanction for inappropriate behaviour in school, something 
that we feel will help them to understand the consequences their words and actions may have on others. Children in Reception 
will continue to follow their weather system. Children in KS1 will have time out in the classroom, then there will be a 
conversation between child and teacher before they re-join the class. KS2 children will spend time in another classroom to 
complete the work that they should have been doing in class. It is for the child’s own class teacher to decide how long they 
spend in the other classroom, however the other teacher will be responsible for talking through the reasons behind the sanction 
with the child and deciding when they can return to their class.  Children may also be sent to work in my office, if the class 
teacher feels this is more appropriate. This new structure allows staff to support each other with a more collaborative approach 
across the school. We are very lucky at Syresham that our children know how to behave, but for those that may need a little 
help, we feel this will be an effective policy.  
 
After the holiday, the school will be hosting the annual Pancake Lunch, previously hosted by Mrs Palmer in her family home. We 
have VERY big shoes to fill, however we are looking forward to welcoming members of the village into school on Tuesday 25th 
February. The Church and Chapel are supporting the event with our Friends helping to set up. The year 6 children will help to 
serve the pancakes and we hope to involve some younger members of the school too! If you would like to join us for this special 
lunch, please see the flyer in the book bags.  
 
We have begun a revamp of the display board in the main corridor. The staff and I are keen that these areas will be a great place 
for children to share their learning and knowledge with each other. After just one day, the conversations around the map of the 
world have been great to listen to and see, as children share their ‘where in the world’ stories with each other and try to find 
new and different countries. A big thank you to Tina Nesbit, who helped to put my designs into reality this week! 
 
Today is Northamptonshire Mental Health Awareness Day.  Last week I shared my thoughts on mental health and in particular 
the link with getting active! Today the children have been taking part in some activities to help boost mental health, make us 
feel happy and grateful for those around us.  
 
Message from The FOSS... 
Firstly a big thank you to everyone who came along last Friday and embraced the mayhem at our totally Bonkers Bingo Family 
Night!! Paula Whitehouse rocked the mic with her hilarious Bingo Lingo (our new favourite Little Mix - No 6!), the array of 
yummy refreshments available were pretty impressive (if we do say so ourselves!), the children all had a great time and we 
raised an amazing £581.69 profit for the School and Nursery in the process. A great team effort all round.  
 
That now takes our fundraising total since September to a magnificent £5,453! So a big thank you once more to everyone for 
your continued support. 
 
Dates for Diary:  
School Disco - Friday 13th March 5.30-7pm. 
Get ready to bust some groovy moves at our Glow Disco next term... more details coming to a book bag near you after half term. 
 
Spring Tidy Up - Saturday 28th March 12.30pm-4pm. 
Following the amazing successes of the DIY SOS over the past couple of years we would really love to make this an annual event. 
Over the years we have created and funded the Nursery Outdoor Learning Area, The Tranquility Garden, The Outdoor 
Classroom, and The Kitchen Garden, along with a whole raft of general maintenance jobs. So, it really is a very worthwhile 
exercise!  
I’m sure everyone will be pleased to learn that our list isn’t hugely ambitious this year however we do have a lovely list of jobs 
that school have asked us to tackle, including a tidy up of the Reception Outdoor area, painting, gardening and maintenance.  
So please do pop the date in your diary and let us know if you are able to pledge a few hours of your time to get the outdoor 
areas of school ready for the summer term.  



 
The May Day Fete - Saturday 2nd May 1.45pm - 4.15pm. 
This year we will be holding our Fete on a Saturday rather than the Bank Holiday in light of the VE Day celebrations. The FOSS 
are now in full planning mode and looking forward to what we hope will be another successful and memorable day. However, as 
a small school we do rely heavily upon everyone getting on board to pull off such a big event! A letter will go out next term 
outlining all the different ways you can help out or get involved, but in the meantime if you or anyone you may know or work 
with are able to help out with a raffle prize, such as a dinner or cream tea for two or tickets to a sporting event, we would be 
extremely grateful. Please let your year rep know.  
 
This term seems to have gone by in a flash! I hope you all have a happy and healthy half term and I will see you all on Monday 
24th February.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Headteacher Awards In the Spotlight 

Reception :  Alice 
Year 1&2 :  Leighton & Archie 
Year 3&4 :  James P, Jacob, Charlie Q & Maria 
Year 5&6 :  Evie 
 
Group Award: Year 3 & 4 Hockey Teams 
Presentation:  
 

Jack – year3 
Who would you like to watch live at a music concert, now 
or from a time in History? 
Coldplay 
If you could choose one dream job what would it be? 
A formula one racer 
What is your favourite colour? 
blue 
if you could invent anything in the world, what would it be? 
halloween 

Letters Home 

 


