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Well, we have survived our week with very few staff, as KS1 teachers and Teaching Assisstants were off phonics 
training for two days. I really enjoyed my two ‘Cloughy days’ with the younger members of the school and the staff 
have come back with a refreshed knowledge for teaching phonics. Once this programme is up and running, we will 
have a parent meeting to update you all.  
 
On Wednesday, Syresham School hosted the Cluster Ks1 Boccia competition. There are not many opportunities 
where our facilitiy is big enough to host an event, so it was lovely to be able to invite all of the schools over. Two 
teams from KS1, many of whom were chosen as a result of their skills shown in the KS1 sports club last term took 
part in the competition. Team 1- Leighton, Toby, Leanna, Evie and Team Two, Edward, Isabelle, Ted and Abigail. The 
children all played 7 matches in total, with 4 rounds being played in each. The children all had great fun playing in 
their teams and enjoyed being part of the competition. Our teams came 7th and 4th, with all children receiving a 
certificate. Mr Rose form Magdalen organised the event but I am very proud to say that it was run by some of our 
very capable Year 6 children; Sydney, Luca, Ethan, Elliot, Laura and Poppy.  From the moment our visitors were on 
site the leaders took control, signing them in and showing them where to go. They then organised, led and scored all 
of the events, handing the results to Mr Rose who was then able to keep track of the competition. I am very proud of 
all of these children, it was very obvious to all what confident and capable children we have at our school – well 
done Year 6! Another successful day all round for Team Syresham!  
 
Following the assessments that the children completed last term, the staff and I have been very pleased to see the 
huge improvement in mental arithmetic scores. This is down to two things; the ‘fluent in 5’ that all children complete 
at the start of every maths lesson and Timetable Rockstars. We have compared the scores for children who regularly 
do their homework to those who don’t. The scores speak for themselves. For those who regularly play the games, all 
have increased their score significantly and in the test worked quickly and with less difficulty. For those who don’t, 
they found the test a lot harder and their scores have either slightly increased or remained the same. I cannot stress 
enough the impact that knowing your timetables has on your ability to solve problems in maths. This is important for 
your children now and as they move into further education. The games are quick, fun to play and take up 5 minutes 
of your child’s day. At first they might find working in the studio difficult, but with time and practice they will see 
improvements both on the game and in their learning in school. To those children who work hard to complete their 
maths homework regularly – You Rock!! 
 
Nursery – We are pleased to welcome Milo, Molly and William and their families to nursery this week.  Mollie’s big 
brother already attends nursery, so she is happy to be joining him in the morning and Milo’s Daddy used to come to 
this school, so it is lovely to have him back.  William and family are new to our school family so please make them 
feel welcome. 
 
Breakfast club has continued to grow in popularity this week with 4 more children joining us on different days over 
the week. As a result, we could really do with another pair of hands for at least one day a week. If you think you 
might be interested or know someone who is, please send them my way!  
 
TIME TO BRUSH UP ON YOUR BINGO LINGO! 
You'll find a leaflet in your child's book bag today for our Family Bingo Night on Friday 7th February. Doors open at 
5.30 for food and refreshments, with eyes down and dabbers at the ready for 6pm.  Please do pop the date in your 
diary it’s a really fun evening! If you have any unwanted Christmas gifts that need a new home we would love to 
have them for prizes! Please pop them in the BINGO PRIZE BOX by Mrs Allee’s desk or bring on the night. Also, if 
anyone is available to lend a hand for half an hour or so at this event please do let your year rep know.  
 
Upcoming FOSS Meetings… 
Wednesday 12th February 7.45pm – 8pm start 
Monday 16th March 7.45pm – 8pm start 
(Locations TBC nearer the time… everyone is welcome!) 

 



I am pleased to say that progress is being made in the Reception classroom. All furniture has been removed and we 
are now able to dry the floor and walls ready to reinstate the classroom. The staff and children continue to be very 
patient and understanding as I try to move this project as quickly as I can.  
 
The deadline for uniform orders this term is Friday 31st January. Order forms can be found on the web site as well as 
a sizing guide.  Any order received after the above date will need to wait for the summer order. 
 
If you have sent in a request for your child to wear goggles during swimming lessons, please click on this link to see 
our response and the advice it contains on how to put them on.  All Children wearing goggles are expected to be able 
to put them on safely. https://www.syreshamprimaryschool.co.uk/sporting-events/ 
 
Have a good weekend. For those of you with poorly children, I hope they are feeling better soon. 
Mrs Clough 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Headteacher Awards In the Spotlight 

Reception :  Hugo & Alice 
Year 1&2 :   William 
Year 3&4 :  Rory 
Year 5&6 :  Ethan 
 
Group Award – the Boccia teams 
 
Presentation: Tabitha  

Callum – year 3 
Who would you like to watch live at a music concert, now 
or from a time in History? 
Olly Murs 
If you could choose one dream job what would it be? 
A Roller Coaster engineer 
What is your favourite colour? 
green 
if you could invent anything in the world, what would it be? 
Teleporter 

Letters Home 

Goggles letter 
Bingo Night flyer 
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