
Alice Palmer 
 
My association with Syresham School began at the age of 7 when our family 
moved to Vine Cottage from County Durham.  I was a pupil at the school for 3 
years leaving to study dance and drama at Arts Educational Trust in Tring. 
 
 
I returned to Magdalen College School to complete my A-levels and then spent 6 
years at York University studying maths (and some economics).  My working life 
took me to the civil service where I wrote software and helped to maintain 
databases. 
 
Following the untimely demise of my dad (“Eddie”) in 2000 I returned to 
Syresham and reconnected with the school.  I volunteered to hear readers one 
week and found myself leading hymn practise the following week! I now work as 
a TA supporting maths in KS2, organise word purses in KS1, do guided reading, 
maths and RE with Reception on a Friday and teach RE and Hymn Practice 
across the school. 
 
 
I joined the board of governors in around 2002 as a staff governor.  This role is 
neither to represent the governors to the staff nor the staff to the governors but, 
like all other governors, to seek the best for the children in our school.  I am 
currently chair of the Curriculum Committee.   
Our responsibilities include:  

• Ensuring the school is providing a broad and balanced curriculum. 
• Examining, non-personal, data and asking questions if targets and 

progress appear to be outside our expectations. 
• Ensuring a range of policies are both reviewed regularly and adhered to. 
• Acting as critical friend to the head teacher discussing reports on 

behaviour, monitoring of teaching and learning, maths, english and 
special needs support across the school. 

• Ensuring quality daily collective worship is taking place. 
• Monitoring the progress against Ofsted targets and the school 

improvement plan. 
 
 
 
 
 


